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He made an interesting and a true remark about the curious inability of the permanent officials, the business of whose lives is to think about what will and what won't suit Parliament, to understand Parliament.
J. M. I am not sure they are not right in trusting to their Chief for that. What is more and more clear to me is that you cannot know the House of Commons to good effect unless you are actually in it and at work. The detached man is no use.
.#. Yes, and the curious thing is that men who have been in the House of Commons, when they go into the House of Lords, seem quite to forget the temper and the ways of the House of Commons. ... I wonder if you are like me: when I'm at work on politics, I long to be in literature, and vice versa.
J. M. I should think so, indeed. That is the bane of my life. You remember Pascal: "To dwell on the evils of the present pursuit and think only of the good of things absent, that is what produces inconstancy." Yet I don't know that either you or I are particularly inconstant.
It was not surprising that, in Burke's famous language about Charles Townshend, he became the delight and ornament of his party in the country, and the charm of every private society which he honoured with his presence, and clouds of incense daily rose about him from the prodigal superstition of innumerable admirers. But, like the more disastrous case of Townshend, Mr. Balfour failed to heal the national wound. Its nature had been explained by Lord Salisbury. For many generations Ireland had been governed through the landed gentry. That